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The Most Scandalous President

You've always heard he was the worst President. Sex in the White House. Bribes on Capitol Hill. Was he
really that bad?
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Everycne who knows anything at all about American history believes that Warren G. Harding was our worst President—
Harding, the affable fool from Marion, Ohio, who, after passing two utterly undistinguished terms as state senator and one as
lieutenant governor, went to the U.S. Senate in 1914 and, having done little but get along with people, came out of the
deadlocked 1920 Republican National Convention headed for the Presidency. His friend the politico Harry M.

Everyone who knows anything at all about American history believes that Warren G. Harding was our worst President—Harding,
the affable fool from Marion, Ohio, who, after passing two utterly undistinguished terms as state senator and one as lieutenant
governor, went to the U.S. Senate in 1914 and, having done little but get along with people, came out of the deadlocked 1920
Republican National Convention headed for the Presidency. His friend the politico Harry M. Daugherty had helped him get
there, and in return Harding put him and his pals—the “Ohio Gang”—in a position where they could plunder the government
while the trusting Harding pursued his vision of “normalcy,” which involved the very vigorous pursuit of his mistresses.
Eventually the scandal broke, but Harding died suddenly (seventy-five years ago this August) at the end of a tour of the West
in time to escape the worst of it.

He has not escaped the judgment of history. In every poll—the most recent was conducted just last year—the twenty-ninth
President comes at the very bottom.

For years | shared this general opinion of Harding. But then | started to study him. Actually | began with his wife, Florence,
working on what has just become a published biography of her. Naturally it became clear to me that [ couldn’t know Florence
Harding without becoming well acquainted with Warren. | was initially struck by the way Americans reacted to his death. He
was the object of national grief and reverence, and in his gentleness, geniality, and warmth he was even considered Lincoln’s
equal. As | read about him, it began to dawn on me that possibly these tributes were not entirely undeserved.

Warren G. Harding may not have been a great President, but he was a good man. And as | read more, an oddly modern figure
began to emerge. Here was someone sensitive to problems facing women, minorities, and workers, someone who
enthusiastically and intelligently embraced his era’s technology and culture. Here was a man of considerable gifts, all of them
largely forgotten today.

From the outset | wasn’t entirely comfortable with simply judging the man by the company he kept. The claim that Harding
imported an Ohio Gang of criminals is disingenuous. The notorious appointments of his Ohio friends, many at Florence's urging,
were to relatively minor positions: George Christian became his secretary; his doctor was the grossly incompetent Charles
Sawyer; and his military aide Ora Baldinger had been Florence’s newsboy back home. Other Ohio friends, like Howard
Mannington, who later became enmeshed in scandat, cashed in on their access to Harding as lobbyists rather than as
officeholders,
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When Harding learned of the influence peddling, bootlegging, i
and other nefarious activities of Jess Smith, the male companion nlln()} ltl eS-
and closest friend of his Attorney General, Harry Daugherty, he
immediately removed Smith from his inner circle. The mast damaging scandal of all, though a less colorful one, involved the
exorbitant profiteering of Charlie Forbes, the head of the Veterans' Bureau, a department Harding had created. Enjoying the

confidence of both Hardings, Forbes was able to dupe the President for some months after the first reports that he was
getting kickbacks from resold medical supplies and hospital building-site contracts. Because Harding knew of Forbes’s misdeeds
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long before demanding his resignation, he could technically have been tried for criminal conspiracy, a felony. But no evidence
has ever turned up that he was more deeply involved in the scandals that darkened his administration or that he personatly
profited from any of them.

As | delved further into the Harding archives, | kept finding evidence of a more positive side to his administration. For instance,
he is rarely credited for his best appointments, like that of Charles Evans Hughes as Secretary of State, or for convening the
Washington Naval Conference on the limitation of armaments, the first global peace summit. Nor is he remembered for
creating the Bureau of the Budget, headed by Charles Dawes, which first gave the federal government an operational budget.
Such high-caliber chaices as Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover and Secretary of Labor James J. Davis certainly
counterbalance those of Fall and Daugherty. Some historians, most notably Rabert K. Murray in his authoritative The Harding
Era , do note some of the President’s achievements, but they usually neglect the single most remarkable side of his
Presidency: his total lack of racial prejudice in a highly intolerant era. Most startling is his strikingly progressive attempt to
change mainstream white America’s attitude toward minorities.

Harding’s appointment of Albert Lasker as head of the Shipping Board was the first ever high-profile presidential appointment
of a Jew. Lasker was also one of the President’s closest friends, accompanying him on Florida golfing vacations and ever
present at White House poker games. Harding’s biographer Andrew Sinclair claims that one reason his subject had to be
prejudiced at heart was because he was “one of those rural old-stock Americans.” in fact | found in the Warren Harding papers
a letter from Alfred Cohen, a lifelong friend whom Harding first met in the Ohio legislature, in which Cohen wrote to a would-
be Harding biographer that Harding was “devoid of racial or religious prejudices.” The same attitude guided his appointments
of Rabbi Joseph S. Karnfeld as minister to Persia and Father Joseph M. Dennig as agent and consul general at Tangier.

Tolerance shaped Harding's foreign policy as well. “ am very glad to express my approval and hearty sympathy for the effort
of the Palestine Foundation Fund, in behalf of the restoration of Palestine as a homeland for the Jewish people,” the
President wrote to that organization in an unpublished letter that | found in his papers. “l have always viewed with an
interest, which | think is quite as much practical as sentimental, the proposal for the rehabilitation of Palestine and the
restoration of a real nationality. . . .” This was a significant discovery; no published works on Harding even hint at his interest
in turning Palestine into a Jewish homeland.

Perhaps the most surprising single event of Harding’s Presidency was his blunt speech on October 26, 1921, to a segregated
crowd in Birmingham, Alabama, stating that democracy would always be a sham until African-Americans received full equality
in education, employment, and political life. The first President to discuss civil rights in the South so frankly, he was loudly
cheered by blacks and met with silent stares from whites as he declared: “l want to see the time come when black men will
regard themselves as full participants in the benefits and duties of American citizenship. . . . We cannot go on, as we have
gone on for more than half a century, with one great section of our population . . . set off from the real contribution to solving
national issues, because of a division of race lines. . . . Let the black man vote when he is fit to vote, prohibit the white man
[from] voting when he is unfit to vote.” In part this was a politician’s attempt to increase his party’s base in the South by
allowing blacks, traditionally Republican, to vote, In the speech, Harding also promoted his view that “on both sides there
shall be recognition of the absolute divergence in things social and racial.”And yet in Birmingham Harding went further than
any of his predecessors since Lincoln to call for “an end to prejudice.” Reaction was swift: Alabama’s senator Tom Heflin, for
instance, castigated him for threatening God's plan for racial separation, but in Florence Harding’s papers | found dozens of
editorials from Northern newspapers praising the speech.

Weeks after his inauguration, with the support of the NAACP, Harding proposed an anti-lynching bill and an interracial
commission to recommend ways to improve race relations. This alarmed Southern white Republicans who were trying to purge
their party of any black influence so they could wrest the South from the Democrats. The malleable Harding heeded his
party’s views and didn’t make good on his promise to appoint African-Americans to high federal positions, while a Democratic
filibuster killed his anti-lynching bill in the Senate and one in the House finished off his interracial commission. Nevertheless,
Harding persisted. | came across two fascinating speeches he made just before his death. In them he launched what the New
York Tribune called “a direct attack” on the Ku Klux Klan, condemning “factions of hatred and prejudice and violence” that
“challenge both civil and religious liberty.”

No President untit FDR welcomed women more strongly into politics—or mare firmly defended their interests. In 1921 Harding
defied oppesition from medical interests, states’ rights proponents, and conservative members of Congress to sign the
Sheppard-Towner Act, which provided funding and federal oversight for state programs on infant mortality and health care for
women and children,

Working conditions for all Americans deeply engaged Harding’s sympathies: He supported the right to bargain collectively and
he spoke against strikes only when public safety was at risk, as when the railroad workers and coal miners went out in 1922.
Early in his administration he tried te abolish the twelve-hour workday and the six-day workweek, putting persistent pressure
on the steel industry. “This is far too heavy a draft upon the energies of the workmen employed in any industry,” he said, and
went on to call for the “abolition of excessive hours and excessive days in order that the working forces may have time for
leisure .. . and . . . family life . . . which is essential to the full enjoyment of American freedom and opportunity,” Just hours
before his sudden death, the big steel preducers did eliminate the twelve-hour workday, and they credited the President
with having spurred them to their action.

Harding's era teemed with young industries that grew to i s
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Federal Highway Act he pushed through Congress provided a generous seventy-five-million-dollar appropriation for a national
highway system. In 1923 the sum grew to eighty-eight million.

Outside of the automobile, the movies most fascinated Harding. Florence Harding was behind the first use of movie stars in a
presidential campaign, the first invitations of movie actors and executives to the White House and the first showing of films
there Harding began a White House movie library. As he explained to one theater manager in a previously unpublished letter,
“The screen will most securely establish itself as an accepted and useful factor in national life in proportion as it shall
recognize its duty in behalf of the widest concerns of the community. It possesses potentialities of vast service, civic,
educational moral. . . . To present on the screen the industrial, commercial, and intellectual activities of the country can not
but widen the vision of the great audience that you daily serve.”

http://www americanheritage.com/content/most-scandalous-president ?page=show



1/11/2015 The Most Scandalous President | American History Lives at American Heritage

As | sifted through his papers, | saw how seriously Harding took the educational possibilities of film. Indeed, he was first to
articulate an issue that continues to compel us today. In a {etter to Will Hays, director of the Motion Picture Association, he
wrote: “Next to studying geography by seeing the world . . . would be studying it with the aide of the moving picture, . . . | do
not want to be understood as assuming that education can or ought to be made a mere pleasure, a titillation of the fancy, by
making it too easy. | would not by any means turn the school room into a moving picture theater. . . . On the other hand, |
would use the picture as a means to enlist the pupil’s interest in the real work that must be involved in acquiring any
education worthy of the name.”

Despite later claims that Harding read only Zane Grey novels and the funny pages, he was extremely well read, counting
Dickens, Carlyle, Pope, and Shakespeare among his favorite writers. He was also devoted to early American and Furopean
history and thought the movies could help plant similar interests in other Americans.

“I do not know whether anybody has presented Henry Esmond in a screen drama,” he wrote Hays. ”. . . | should think that if it
were done in a series of reels, and if these, gradually unfolding the story, were interspersed with studies and lectures on the
history of the period, it would constitute an ideal method. . . . The European of the latter middle ages, of the period just
before and at the beginning of the Renaissance, would be wonderfully portrayed in a similar series of pictures dramatizing The
Cloister and the Hearth .” Seeing great movie possibilities in the American Revolution, he suggested that Irving Bacheller’s In
the Days of Poor Richard , George Trevelyan's History of the American Revolution , Paul Leicester Ford’s Janice Meredith , and
Francis Parkman's Histories of the Indians all could be made into one “screen and lecture presentation of the dramatic things
in our country’s history.”

It is in his private life that Warren Harding fully lives up—or down—to his deeply tarnished reputation. Harding’s death was
followed by rumors that his wife had poisoned him because of his aduiteries. He had long carried on a love affair with Man
Britton, who was thirty-one years his junior and, as she wrote in her shocking 1927 book, The President’s Daughter , the mather
of his child. One of Harding's aides, Walter Ferguson, remembered the time he escorted Nan Britton to the White House and
stood guard in front of Harding’s office, deflecting Florence’s attempts to gain entry. “She stood and glared at me like she
couldn’t believe it. Finally she spun around and returned to the White House. . . . As soon as | thought it was safe, | went to
the car and took the girl to a hotel.” Many years later, recalling this event provided Alice Roosevelt Longworth with much
wicked amusement: “1 don’t think the Duchess [Florence Harding's nickname] ever found him in the moment,” she said, “but
that summer afternoon in his office, I understand—it was really rather a close call. Stumbling in closets among galoshes, she
pounding on the door, the girlie with panties over her head. That sort of thing. My God, we’ve got a President who doesn’t
know beds were invented, and he was elected on a slogan of ‘Back to Normalcy.”” Nan Britton represented his most famously
scandalous attachment in a long history of womanizing (and the only one the First Lady didn’t know about). One of Harding’s
letters to another mistress, Carrie Phillips, contains evidence that just three years into his marriage he fathered another
child; another letter shows that he paid for a woman’s abortion. An agent of the Bureau of Investigation, Gaston Means, later
claimed that Harding had actually been present at the death of a prostitute. As Means told the story, this happened at a
private party when a table was being uproariously cleared of bottles and glasses to provide a stage for dancing girls. A few of
the celebrants, impatient for the performance to start, began throwing glasses and then bottles. One of them hit a girl, and
she fell unconscious, to die later in the hospital. Rumors swirled about the event for years; some witnesses even claimed the
President himself had thrown the missile that killed the girl.

Carrie Phillips, the love of Harding’s life for fifteen years and Florence's former best friend, blackmailed him. During the 1920
campaign Republican supporters collected twenty thousand dollars to pay her off and send her out of the country until after
the election. When news of this came out, in a privately printed book, the administration sent Bureau of Investigation agents
to seize the plates and printing press and destroy copies—the only known case of government suppression of a book in
peacetime, Daugherty’s friend Jess Smith kept a secret bank account that apparently served as a blackmail fund to buy the
silence of still other Harding mistresses. Daugherty was forced to drop a Justice Department case against the former Attorney
General Mitchell Palmer because the man knew of one such payoff and might speak out.

Is all of this enough to make us judge Harding as dismal a failure as history has? Is his record of accomplishment in twenty-nine
months really worse than that of his successor, Calvin Coolidge? Coolidge, after all, dropped Harding’s plan for a biracial
commission, even as the Klan was gaining strength. When we look at his official record, Harding seems at least as competent as
Millard Fillmore, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, John Tyler, Martin Van Buren, and
William and Benjamin Harrison, all of whom historians rank above him.

On his fatal Western tour, during which he was hailed by the public and the national press with nearly universal praise,
Harding seemed close to achieving one ambition. “I cannot hope to be one of the great Presidents,” he said, “but perhaps |
may be remembered as one of the best loved.”

In the end his popularity proved ephemeral. Still, Warren Harding doesn't deserve to be rated America’s worst President—
even if he was our most scandalous.,
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Etich Maria Remarque
THE LOST GENERATION

1o Brich Maria Remarque’s Alf
soldier reflects on the war and
eration. (See also page 281.)

Gradually a few of us are allowed to get up.
And I am given crutches to hobble around on.
Buc [ do not make much use of them; I cannot
bear Albert's gaze as I move about the room.
His eyes always follow me with such a strange
look. So I sometimes escape to the corridor;—
there I can move about more freely.

On che next floor below are the abdominal
and spine cases, head wounds and double
amputations. On che right side of the wing
are the jaw woynds, gas cases, nose, ear, and
neck wounds. On the left the blind and the
lung wounds, pelvis wounds, wounds in the
joints, wounds in the kidneys, wounds in
the testicles, wounds in the intescines. Here a
man realizes for the first time in how many
places a man can get hit.

Two fellows die of tetanus. Their skin turns
pale; their limbs stiffen, ar last only their eyes
live—stubbornly. Many of the wounded have
their shattered limbs hanging free in the air
from a gallows; underneath the wound 2 basin
is placed into which drips the pus. Every two
or three hours the vessel is emptied. Other
men lie in stretching bandages with heavy
weighrs hanging from the end of the bed. I sce
intestine wounds that are constantly full of
excreta. The surgeon's clerk shows me X-ray
photographs of completely smashed hip-bones,
knees, and shoulders. .

A man cannot realize that above such shat-
tered bodies there are still human faces in

Quses om the Westorn Front; 8 wounded German

hhﬁmue.Heseuhimselfupmofnlongen-

Chaprer 10 World War] 299
which life goes its daily round. And this is
only one hospital, one single station; there are
hundreds of thousands in Germany, hundreds
of thousands in France, hundreds of thousands
in Russia, How senseless is everything that can
ever be wricten, done, or thought, when such
things are possible. It must be all lies and of no
account when the cultute of & thousand years
could not prevent this scream of blood being
poured out, these torture-chambers in their
hundreds of thousapds. A hospital alone shows
what war is,

[ am young, I am twenty years old; yer I
know nothing of life but despair, death, fear,
and fatuous superficiality cast over an abyss of
sorrow. I see how peoples are set against one
another, and in silence, unknowingly, foolishly,
obediently, innocently slay one another. I see
that the keenest brains of the world invent
weapons and words to make it yet more refined
and enduring. And all men of my age, here and
over there, throughout the whole wotld see
these things; all my generation is experiencing
these things with me. What would our fachers
do if we suddenly stood up and came before
them and proffered cur account? What do they
expect of us if a time ever comes when the war
is over? Through the years our business has
been killing;—it was our first calling in life.
Our knowledge of life is limited to death,
What will happen afterwards? And what shall

come out of us?

war, continued to yearn for
trenches. Brutalized by th

Immediately
joined the F

d the fellowship of the
its for fascist pac-

Corps—volunteer brigades that defended Germany's eastc-

ern borders against encroachments by the new states of Poland, Larvia, and
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The Day of the Black Blizzard

The day broke with a clear, clean sun over the Great Plains, a blue-skied morning the likes of which
hadn't been seen in months. Farm families in northwestern Kansas shook off their dust blues and looked
forward to a day of life the way it used to be, back when people weren't afraid to visit neighbors or go to 4-
H meetings for fear of getting caught in a dust storm.

Many people packed into the white clapboard churches scattered along the countryside. Others decided
to celebrate Palm Sunday by going for rides in their automobiles; still others saw the break in the weather
as a chance to catch up on chores they didn't dare attempt when the dust was flying.

On a farm 17 miles northeast of Dodge City, Kan., Harley "Doc" Holladay's mother worked away on the
rugs and upholstered chairs that had been moved onto the lawn. She had already hung laundry on the line,
for once confident that it wouldn't come back into the house dirtier than when it left.

Inside homes the dust was almost as bad. Women like Mrs. Holladay had learned to knead bread dough
inside drawers opened just wide enough for two hands, to stir pots quickly and above all, to keep all water
you didn't want turning into red mud inside sealed Mason jars. But on this day hope was in the air.
Thirteen-year-old Harley went down to the horse pond to skip stones.

In Dodge City Art Leonard returned from church with his family. Neighbors and friends congregated in
the Leonards' living room making small talk, a luxury these days. Art could stay only a little while before
he had to leave for work in his father's tire store. During the Depression most families could not afford a
day of rest.

By noon the mercury had climbed to 90 degrees, the hottest day of the year so far. Suddenly the
temperature began to fall, as much as 50 degrees in a few hours. Chattering birds gathered in yards and
along roadways, hundreds of them fluttering nervously. No one knew what was making the birds so
anxious. Soon they would.

Harley looked up as his last stone skipped across the water. A massive, boiling cloud darkened the
horizon. He ran to the house to warn his family.

He helped scoop up laundry, rugs and chairs and throw them into the house in awkward bundles. With
the last load in his arms Harley turned back to the house, but now the sky was almost coal black. He was
only a few feet from the porch yet had to fall to his hands and knees and crawls before he could find the
house.

To many who stood in the clear air watching the billowing wave approach, the wrath of God was at
hand. The cold boil of dust more than 7,000 feet high rolled over them, a dry tidal wave engulfing
everything in its path. Escape was impossible.

Art Leonard, on his way to work, had to inch his way to his father's store. Drivers stuck in the storm put
on their headlights, but it didn't do much good. Neighbors out for a Sunday drive crashed into one another.
Drivers had another problem, too. The static electricity caused by millions of dirt particles rubbing together
shorted out ignitions. It also jammed radio broadcasts and created an eerie outline along the metal edges of
windmill blades and fences. When he looked out the window Harley was struck by what he saw -- balls of
electricity dancing along the barbed wire.

Fifteen-year-old Opal Musselman had gone with her family to visit their Uncle Jessie and now, as they
headed home, their car was swallowed by the dark cloud. Unable to see, her Uncle and the others hung
their heads out the side windows in a desperate attempt to help guide him. The peppery dust burned Opal's
nose. For seven miles they crept along, hoping they could somehow make it home without crashing. They
did, but it took them 2 1/2 hours.

Home was the safest place to be, but even that offered only limited sanctuary. The dust was so thick
that it filtered into houses as if walls were made of cheesecloth, not stone. The rags stuffed under doors and
windows could no longer hold it out. Sand swirled into closets and cupboards, leaving its grimy
fingerprints on dishes and clothes, sparing neither porcelain bowls lovingly passed through generations nor
Easter dresses purchased yesterday.

Art Leonard sat in the middle of his family's tire store, listening to the thrashing winds and gazing at the
miniature dust storms billowing about the room. Those daring to peek through open doors were stung by
sand on their faces and bare legs. Many would later talk about how as they peered out the windows, they
saw Kansas, Oklahoma and a little bit of Texas roll by.



The winds subsided. Through a curtain of dust hanging over the landscape, a light orange glow could be
seen on the horizon. With the howling replaced by a sudden stillness, family members gazed into each
other's grimy faces, relieved that the world hadn't ended after all.

But those who ventured outside saw that it had changed. Dead or dying livestock lined the roads. Large
drifts of sand piled up against buildings and buried tractors and other equipment.

Tomorrow people would shovel the soil to find their buried farms. Others would learn they no longer
had a farm. Tomorrow Kansas housewives would sweep land from Nebraska and Oklahoma from their
homes. And tomorrow, Robert Geiger, a correspondent for the Washington Evening Star, would name this
area the Dust Bowl.

Many would pack up and leave, but many more would hang on, convinced that better times were ahead.
"One more good rain, and we're back in business," they would tell each other.

The rains did not come for another five years.



Great Migration, The (1915-1960)

N Black Fam‘ffy Artives in Chicago from the South, ca. 1919
Image Ownership: Public Domain

The Great Migration was the mass movement of about five million southern blacks to the
north and west between 1915 and 1960. During the initial wave the majority of migrants
moved to major northern cities such as Chicago, llliniois, Detroit, Michigan,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and New York, New York. By World War II the migrants continued
to move North but many of them headed west to Los Angeles, Oakland, San

Francisco, California, Portland, Oregon, and Seattle, Washington.

The first large movement of blacks occurred during World War I, when 454,000 black
southerners moved north. In the 1920s, another 800,000 blacks left the south, followed by
398,000 blacks in the 1930s. Between 1940 and 1960 over 3,348,000 blacks left the south
for northern and western cities.

The economic motivations for-migration were a combination of the desire to escape
oppressive economic conditions in the south and the promise of greater prosperity in the
north. Since their Emancipation from slavery, southern rural blacks had suffered in a
plantation economy that offered little chance of advancement. While a few blacks were
lucky enough to purchase land, most were sharecroppers, tenant farmers, or farm labors,
barely subsiding from year to year. When World War I created a huge demand for workers
in northern factories, many southern blacks took this opportunity to leave the oppressive




economic conditions in the south.

The northern demand for workers was a result of the loss of 5 million men who left to serve
in the armed forces, as well as the restriction of foreign immigration. Some sectors of the
economy were so desperate for workers at this time that they would pay for blacks to
migrate north. The Pennsylvania Railroad needed workers so badly that it paid the travel
expenses of 12,000 blacks. The Illinois Central Railroad, along with many steel mills,
factories, and tanneries, similarly provided free railroad passes for blacks. World War I was
the first time since Emancipation that black labor was in demand outside of the agricultural
south, and the economic promise was enough for many blacks to overcome substantial
challenges to migrate.

In additional to migrating for job opportunities, blacks also moved north in order to escape
the oppressive conditions of the south. Some of the main social factors for migration
included lynching, an unfair legal system, inequality in education, and denial of suffrage.

The great migration, one of the largest internal migrations in the history of the United
States, changed forever the urban North, the rural South, African America and in many
respects, the entire nation.

Sources:

James M. Gregory, The Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Black and White
Southerners Transformed America (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005);
Florette Henri, Black Migration: Movement North, 1900-1920 (Garden City: Anchor Press,
1975); Carol Marks, Farewell—We're Good and Gone: The Great Migration (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1989); Alferdteen Harrison, Black Exodus: The Great Migration
from the American South (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1991); The African-
American Mosaic, A Library of Congress Resource Guide for the Study of Black History and
Culture. http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam011.html




Was the Sacco and Vanzetti case about murder or politics or both?
The world wanted to know.

n April 15, 1920, two payroll
o guards from a shoe factory in

South Braintree, Massachu-
setts, were shot and killed. The ban-
dits escaped with the payroll in a
getaway car.

On May 5. Nicola Sacco and Bar-
tolomeo Vanzetti were arrested in a
car believed to have been the get-
away car. The two men had no po-
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lice records, but both were carying
loaded pistols.

Their trial became one of the
most controversial in American his-
tory. In America and around the
world, political lines were drawn
and friendships made or broken
over the question of Sacco and Van-
zetti's guilt. That question is still
heatedly debated today.
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Let's go back to that trial. Pretend
yOu are a memper of the jury. Listen
to the arguments and decide the
case for vourseif. Afterward, look at
"The Jury Decides” on page 25 for
the actual vercic:,

OPENING ARGUMENTS

Fred Moore, Sacco's lawver, sits in
the courtrcom in Dedham, Mass.
achuset!s. 'cxinz over the jurors.
More than 779 cecple had to be
~Screened cetcre 12 people who

( imed !0 Ze unpiased were cho-
sen. Moore kncws that many Brain-
tree residents <isirust foreigners.
ltalians are citen cajled nasty names
like "wops ina "Jages.”

Moore s iis0 wormmed the jury
may not an cpen mind be-
Cause the “wa men have radical po-
litical ben=fs. They are anarchists,
who say 'nat jcvernments should
be dismanties secause they take
dway pecgle s ‘reedoms. Many
Americans :o ~ct hike such ideas
and mistakenry lacel all radicals as
Communists or “Reds.”

A year ago. duning the “Red
Scare,” the U 3. Anltomey General ar-
rested more than 4,000 people in 33
cities. The federal government
claimed these people were guilty of
ploting to overthrow the U.S. Gov-
ernment. Many of these people were
foreigners. Some of them came from
Russia, which had recently been

p j(en over by Communists.

THE STATE'S CaSE

Moore's thoughts are cut short by
District Alternay Frederick Katz-
man’'s cpening tatement. He re-

T cl-ta)
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views how the killings took
plale. (ic says s witnesses
will identify the defendants
as the robbers. Katzman also
says he will prove that one of
the bullets that killed the guard
was shot from Sacco’s gun.
Kadzman's first witness is Mary
Splaine, a worker in the factory.
She explains that after hearing
shots, she looked out the window
and saw the getaway car. “| saw a
man leaning out of the car shooting,”
she says. Katzman asks her who the
man was. "Sacco,” she says.

But when Moore Cross-examines
Splaine, she admits that she saw the
car from a second-story window, 70
feet away. She also admits that she
only saw the man for a few seconds.

Moore asks, “And isn't it true that
when the police first questioned
you. that you idertified another man
as the gunman?” Spiaine says yes.

John Faulker tastifies that he was
on a train and saw Vanzetti get off at
East Braintree that day. But Moore
asks him, “What did the train look
like? What did the inside of the car
look like?" Faulker doesn't remem-
ber anything. Moore further discreg-
its Faulker's testimony when he says
that there is no record of anyone
that day buying a ticket from Plym-
outh, where Vanzetti lives, to Fast
Braintree,

Katzman calls eight other witness-
es who identify Sacco and four who
identify Vanzetti. But in the cross-
examinations, Moore punctures
holes in each of their testimonies.

SACCO'S cap

Next Katzman holds up a cap that
was found in the street after the
shooting. “It is Sacco’s cap,” he in-
sists. A worker testifies that Sacco
sometimes wore a cap which he
hung on a nail near his workbench.
The prosecutor shows the jury the
torn lining of the cap. “It probably
got tomn by the nail in the factory,”
he says.

Next, the prosecutor explains that
six bullets were fired at the two
guards. “Five of the bullets came
from a .32 Savage automatic.” he
says. “But the sixth bullet came
from a .22 Colt—just like the gun

found on Mr. Sacee

Katzman cails a uiice ballistics
expert, Captain Will:am H. Proctor.
He shows Proctor 2 :uilet. “Do you
have any opinion a: - whether this
bullet was fired fr. Sacco's Colt
automatic?"

“From the scoring: on the bullet,
my opinion is that ' is consistent
with having been fire:: v that pistol,”
says Proctor. Katzm.u: calls another
expert who agrees. 'icore will call
his own experts later, out he knows
this evidence damagss his case.

THE DEFENSE

On the 20th day, the defense be-
gins its case. Moore calls his eyewit-
nesses. Two people swear they saw
the car before the shooting but did
not see either defendant in it. Thir-
teen others say that Sacco was not
one of the robbers.

Moore's ballistic experts say that
the bullet could not have come from
Sacco's gun.

parounds. |ack Dempray, the “Manassa i
Mauler,” is abou to defend bis heavyweight |
u'ﬂnq:hnua.rghtukﬁ-pc.dnkpdn
hmmaﬁn"\'ﬂldldddnhm"
And thare's the beill

countars with 2 feft upgartit that maps the |1
chamg's head back. Uurguey goes down. |
The crowd erupts.
Will the champ be knurhad oue? Mo, he's ]
hﬂm&hdﬁpmiahmh
fly wich a avage right e, The I
tnblas o the canvas. Then Firpos up. Then
down 2gzin. Now, ha's up, Maw ha's down,
Firpo is taking a tremandous beating, bue §
ha won't quit. What a fighe The Wid Buil is i
rushing forward again. POW! Holy macker 1}
d,ﬁphnhddmmh'wi
Dempuyi:ﬂyin:bu:hsdmddnt
ring—right ag you! Quick, jurvp before he
Crushes

9 Ta fly further into the "%, trm to the box i
on page L.
0 T listan in on the 2, uum o the box ca 1
page 21,

T R
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Vanzetti's lawyer, Thomas McAn-

(,:jl/rney. puts Vanzetti on the stand.

anzetti tells the jury what he did
the day of the murder. “l went to
Plymouth.” he says. "l bought some
cloth from a peddler and peddled
some fish. | talked with lots of peo-
ple.” McAnarney has five witnesses
who state they saw Vanzetti that day
in Plymouth.

The prosecutor cross-examines
Vanzetti. “The night you were arrest-
ed. why didnt you tell the truth
about where you were going?" Katz-
man asks.

“l lied because | was afraid that [
was being arrested because of my
politics.”

"So where were you going the
night you were arrested?”” Katzman
asks.

“To pick up political pamphlets.
We were afraid of more raids. We
did not want people to be caught
having radical books.”

“What people?” asks Katzman.
Vanzet admits he doesn't know their
names or addresses. Katzman keeps
pressing until Vanzetti admits he was
really going to visit one friend. But
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suppori of Sacco and Vanzerti in 1927,

after more questioning, he can only
remember the man’s nickname.

SACCO’S TESTIMONY

When Sacco takes the stand. he
details his whereabouts on April 15.
“1 went to Boston. | went shopping. |
ate lunch in an [talian restaurant. |
saw friends there. Then [ went to the
ltalian consulate to get my passport.
| had coffee with other friends and
took a late afternoon train home."

The men Sacco said he saw in
Boston testify for him. Katzman tries
to break down their stories but does
not succeed. Moore also shows a
written statement from the passport
official, who remembers Sacco.

When Katzman cross-examines
Sacco, he asks him why he had a
loaded gun on the night he was ar-
rested. Sacco says that he and Van-

-zelti were planning to go to the

woods and practice shooting for
protection on his job as watchman.
Next, Katzman asks, “Mr. Sacco,
why did you come to this country?”
Sacco explains that he came be-
cause this was a [ree country.
“Did you love this country in May

Eut Ka

I 1 P
7

CO begs o explain his actions
tzman refuses. Moore objects

"gt_“l the line of questioning. The judge
:émlgs him. As the questions
y - ‘continue, Moore and McAnarney

continue to object. The judge con-
tinues to overrule them.
Katzman gets Sacco to admit that

' - life in the United States has many

advantages. Sacco also admits that

~ he criticizes the country. The de-
. fense lawyers continue objecting to

Katzman's questions. They insist
they are imelevant to the case. The
judge continually overrules them.
On July 13, the lawyers sum up
the case. Judge Webster Thayer tells
the jury that they are “true soldiers”

- who have answered the call to jury

duty. Thayer instructs the jury that
any finding of guilt has to be proven
beyond a reasonable doubt. “If you
have any doubts. the verdict must
be not guilty.” The jury retires to
decide the case.

—Doreen Rappoport

You land in the back seat of 2
ar. In the dim [ight outside the window,
you see you're parked in a big garage. Sud-
denly, the garage door opens. You crouch
down.

“Everybody inside!™ orders a gruff voica.
“Une up®

You peek out the window and see three
policemen pointing Tommy guns at scme
men leaning against a wall.

“What do you have on us, officer!™ one of
the men asks.

“You work for Bugs Moran,” maps the |
policeman with the gruff voice. “And [ ain't
no copper.”

Without another word, the policemen
open fire. Their typewriters are deafening,

The date is February 14, 1929. You're on §
the North Side of Chicago witnessing the 5S¢
Valentine's Day massacre, the most bruial
gang killing in the city’s history. The master-
mind behind it is Al Capone. Largely be-
cause of him, Chicgo was not 2 very nics
place during the. '20s. jump for your life.
© Turn to the box on page 5.
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the trials of competiion or the dangers of the unknown became larger than life. The

~hero had come up agamst the strongest adversaries and won. For people living in

uncertain tmes. the hero was proof that a trave and strong-willed man or woman
uld win out over fears of the unknown or the impossible.

1. Inthe 1920's, sports heroes were plentiful: Gertrude Ederie for swimming the
English Channel. Jim Thorpe and Red Grange for college football, Helen Wills and Bill
Tiiden for tennis. Jack Johnson and Jack Dempsey for boxing, and Babe Ruth in
basebail. Ruth heid the record for home runs until Henry Aaron hit his 715th home
run in 1974. This analysis of Ruth's popularity is taken from g recent biogr&phy, Babe
Ruth's America (1974), by Robert Smith.

In the minds and hearts of his contemporaries, the Babe had become a symbol of
America—with his prodigious [great) physical strength. his great girth and stature, his
resounding fame . . . and his.. . . flinging about of his swollen income. For the Babe
was an American-dream-come-true: a poor delinquent boy (many a legend named
him an orphan. which he was not) who had risen by his own talent and might from the
depths of a Balimore gutter to walk with kings.

The Babe would never wear . . . (a] hat. . . . He told dirty stories at the top of his
lungs. He leapt and sang on the vaudeville stage. In his green, open-touring car, with
rusty water spouting from the radiator (he had-lost the cap), he went roaring up and

iown through the midtown and uptown reaches of New York'(_:ity without regard for .

the law.

Yet Babe was not . . . truly wicked or hopelessly self-indulgent. . . . Indeed. he
took baseball seriously and staved in condition to play. regardless of temptation.
When he was disciplined. he first roared with anger. then bowed his head like a good
boy and apologized. And when he was once gently reproved (criticized] in public by
State Senator Jimmy Walker. he wept.

2. Film star Clara Bow received two million letters from her fans. Although the
introduction of sound motion pictures slowed down her career. she remained one of
America’s idois in the 1920°s These clippings from movie magazines tell why:

The Girl of the Hour—Clara Bow She is the Super-Flapper of 1927 —the most
modern of modem girls. Please credit Clara with creating an original and disgnctive
type of screen heroine Also with danng to be herself.

Clara Bow is more than just a movie star. She is the living symbol of the Modem
Girl. Her name is synonymous with jazz and Flaming Youth. She is the goddess of the
new freedom. No star since the days of [Rudcﬁph! Valentno [a romandc film star of
the 1920's) has had such a wide influence on the manners. ciothes and behaviour of a
devoted public.

Clara is the sort of person to whom strange things inevitably would happen. No
matter how drab or barmen her surroundings might be, it is safe to assume that by
her . . . zest and originality she would create therein a measure of interest

At twenty-one she has known more excitement than the average person experi-

ences in a lifetime. Indiscriminate friendships. strange contacts, an enormous salary.

travel. work. play, publicity. headlines—a colorful. swirling, unnatural race, with little
. bl L N C/ﬁl"‘q ha/dlv\rg ‘f'he ri’hjl




Neec.ess :0 sci. Americans were taken by the man who had revolutiorized their iives
This excerpt from The Legend of Henry Ford. by Keith Sward. gives some idea of the |

In his rise to natonal sainthood. Ford won the hearts of men for . . . his career :_
seemed to resolve the dominant moral conflicts of the age. . . . He was the empire
builder who shared with others as he {became wealthy] himself. He was reputec ncn
and good. shrewd and fair. [selfish] and generous, powerful and kindly. self-seeking :
and benevolent, . . . He was the idol of an American middle class which wants to eat
its cake and have it too. the . . . symbol of a system under which people aspire to be
neither so seli-seeking that they lose [respect] nor so good that they must spend their
days in poverty.

4. The most popular hero of the decade was Chartes Lindbergh. who was the
first person to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean from New York to Paris in 1927 )
Awards. songs. and babies were named for him. The edulation was incredible. Mary ;
B. Mullett captured the feeling as she wrote “"The Biggest Thing That Lindbergh Has :
Done.”’ The aricle appeared in The American Magazine in October 1927 '

| have not found a single person who gave the flight itself as the real cause of our
enthusiasm. Everyone admits that this achievement merely “turned on the light.”” The
thing that did “"get us’ was what we saw after the light had been tumed on. And that
was the man himself. ‘

One woman put it in this way: “'He is a sort of symbol: a universal son. We love
him with the same pride and happiness that a father. or a mother. would feel towarz
their own boy. if he was all that they wanted him to be.” '

Another said: “"He is the modem ‘perfect knight: without fear and without re-
proach  He has all that we want for ourselves LouIR. Roner smmancy e T

the dream that is in our own hearts.”’ ' : :

We are gemung ver, Iivie no&'h“h&ﬁhi*k%;gu:t 1ning that Lincbergh
has done.

Ever éince the wa there has bevr 20 hllg& against “modetn" character. ideals.
and morals; especially against those of the .ounger Zeneration Most of us have
onmributed our share (o this charus of 4¢num§qban [m‘ﬁusnﬂ Al of us have had to
listen w0 it. . ..

And this is the big thing Lindbergh has 4one He has shown us that this taik was
nothing but talk! He has shown us shat we 2re not rotten at the core. but morally
sound and sweet and good!

We shouted ourselves hoarse. Not because 2 man had flown across the Atantic!
Not even because he was an American' But because hewas as clean in character as he
was strong and fine in body: because he put “ethics” above any desire for wealth:
secause he was as modest as he was courageous. and because—as we now know.
beyond any shadow of doubt—these are the things which we honor most in life.

To have shown us this cTuth about ourselves is the biggest thing that Lindbergh
has done.




NAME

CLASS i DATE

. “"HANDOUT 38: - THE AUTOMOBILE IN THE 1920s = = -

During the 1920s sociologists Robert and
inventions and leisure on contemporary li

extracts from this book.

Abridged from Middlewoun by Robert S. and Helen M. Lynd.

Helen Lynd studied Muncie, Indiana, to determine the effects of modern
fe. In 1929 they published their findings in Middletown. Below are adapted

No one questions the use of the auto for transporting groceries, getting to one’s place of work or to the
golf course, or in place of the porch for “cooling off after supper” on a hot summer evening; however
much the activities concerned with getting a living may be altered by the fact that a factory can draw
from workmen within a radius of forty-five miles. . . these things are hardly major issues. But when
auto riding tends to replace the traditional call in the evening parlor as a way of approach between the
unmarried, “the home is endangered,” and all-day Sunday motor trips are a “threat against the
church”; itis in the activities concerned with the home and religion that the automobile occasions the

greatest emotional conflicts.

Group-sanctioned values are disturbed by the inroads of the automobile upon the family budget. . . .
According to an officer of a Middletown automobile financing company, 75 to 90 percent of the cars

purchased locally are bought on time

payment, and a workingman earning $35 a week frequently

plans to use one week's pay each month as payment for his car.

The automobile has apparently unsetded the habi of careful saving for some families. “Part of the
money we spend on the car would go to the bank, 1 suppose,” said more than one working-class
wife.... The “moral” aspect of the competition between the automobile and certin accepted
expenditures appears in the remark of another businessman, “An automobile is a luxury, and no one
has a right to one if he can't afford it. I haven't the slightest sympathy for anyone who is out of work if

he owns a car” . ..

Meanwhile, advertisements pound away at Middletown people with the tempting advice to spend

such advertisement.

‘money for automobiles for the sake of their homes and families: “Hit the trail to better times!” says one

Another depicts a gray-haired banker lending a young couple the money to buy and proffering the
friendly advice: “Before you can save money, you first must make money. And to make it you must
have health, contentment, and full command of all your resources. . . . 1 have often advised customers
of mine to buy cars, as I felt that the increased stimulation and opportunity of observation would
enable them to earn amounts equal to the cost of their cars.”

Many families feel that an automobile is justified as an agency holding the family group together. |

never feel as close to my family as when we are all together in the car,” said one mother. . .. But this
centralizing tendency of the automobile may be only a passing phase. . . . The fact that 348 boys and \
382 girls in the three upper years of the high school places “use of the automobile” fifth and fourth '
respectively in a list of twelve possible sources of disagreement between them and their parents
suggests that this may be an increasing decentralizing agent. -

M. Lynd. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.
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Handout: 53: Viewpoints on the Atomic Bomb

On August 6, 1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima and on August 9, 1945 the US dropped
the second atomic bomb on Nagasaki. Read the viewpoints below.

m\m

Some historians argue that dropping the atomic bombs on Japan was justified because it shortened the war and thus
saved more lives than it cost. But this view is wrong The United States was not justified in dropping the bombs.

In the summer of 1945 the Japanese leaders were trying to surrender and the American leaders knew it. Several times
the Japanese went to the Russians to ask them to mediate a peace settlement with the United States. (It is not
unusual for a country that wants to surrender to ask another country to speak for it first and help negotiate a
settlement.) The Japanese were insisting on only one condition their ability to keep their Emperor, the symbol of
Japanese culture. The United States never even talked with the Japanese about surrender terms. Instead American
leaders kept demanding unconditional surrender. Then, after we used the bombs and the Japanese did surrender, we
let the Emperor stay anyway. We could have had the Japanese surrender earlier and saved all those lives, by letting
them have their one condition in the first place.

If the bombs were not used to bring about surrender, why were they used? The United States was not getting along
with the Soviet Union in Europe in 1945. Some of our leaders felt that by showing the Soviets that we had this
powerful weapon, we would get them to agree to our terms in Europe. As Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson said
in his diary, in diplomacy the bomb would be a “master card.” Besides, the Soviets entered the war in Asia on August
8. If they fought in the war for long, they would take over parts of China and stake a claim to occupy part of Japan
itself. If we could speed up the Japanese surrender we could avoid all these problems. Pay close attention to those
dates: We dropped the first bomb on August 6, the USSR entered the war on August 8, and we dropped the second
bomb on August 9. No country could surrender in only three days—it takes longer than that to make such an
important decision. We wouldn’t wait longer because we wanted them to surrender before the Russians could get
involved.

Some scientists who worked on the bomb recommended that it not be dropped on civilian or military targets. Rather,
they proposed that the United States demonstrate the bomb’s power to some Japanese leaders by dropping it on an
uninhabited island.

Even the top military leaders opposed the use of the atomic bomb. The bomb would have little effect on the war,
they argue, since the Japanese were already trying to surrender.

All this evidence shows that the atomic bombs were not used to end the war and save lives, but rather to scare the
Soviets and speed up the end of the war before Soviet influence spread further into Asia. The killing of more than
100,000 civilians in one country in order to scare the leaders in another country is not right. The United States was
not justified in dropping the atomic bombs.

Historian B:

The dropping of the atomic bombs by the United States on Hiroshima and Nagasaki saved lives in the long run and
was therefore justified. It is true that the United States received some indication in the summer of 1945 that Japan
was trying to surrender. Japan would not, however surrender unconditionally and that was important to the United
States. The Germans had not surrendered unconditionally at the end of World War I, and as a result they rose again
to start World War 1. The United States was not going to let that mistake happen again. As President Roosevelt
said, “This time there will be no doubt about who defeated whom.” And some of the Japanese leaders wanted much
more than to keep the Emperor. They wanted the Japanese troops to surrender to their own government. and they
wanted no occupation of Japan and no trials of Japanese leaders for war crimes. These were the very things the
United States was trying to avoid by insisting on unconditional surrender.



Some historians argue that the dates of the dropping of the bombs (August 6 and 9) show that the United States was
trying to stop the Soviet entry into the war (which happened on August 8) or to minimize its effect. There are two
problems with this line of reasoning. First, the United States didn’t know the exact date of the Soviet declaration of
war against Japan. Second, the bombs were to be dropped when an American military officer decided that the
weather was just right. If Truman wanted to beat the Soviets, why didn’t he have the bombs dropped sooner, or why
didn’t he give in on the demand for unconditional surrender?

The arguments that the United States dropped the bombs in order to threaten the Russians in Europe is also weak.
The fact that we were so unsuccessful in getting the Soviets to agree to our policies in Europe show that the bombs
must have been used only to shorten the war, It certainly didn’t scare the Soviets.

Some American scientists opposed using the bomb on civilian or military targets, and recommended using it as a
demonstration on an uninhabited island instead. This recommendation was studied carefully by a committee (the
Interim Committee) that was set up to consider how to use the bomb. The committee said that a demonstration could
have had a lot of problems, which would have wasted one of the bombs and precious time. In light of the fact that it
took two bombs, dropped on two different cities, to bring about a surrender, it does not seem likely that a
demonstration would have been effective. The committee recommended that the bombs be used against a military
targets.

The United States was right in insisting on unconditional surrender, and the Japanese would not surrender
unconditionally. Since a demonstration bombing would not have been effective the only alternative to using the
atomic bombs was continuing the war. This would have cost hundreds of thousands more lives. Thus in the long
run the use of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki shortened the war and saved lives.
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nebate, discussion, and negotiations over American foreign policy continued through-
ut most of 1941. By late in the year the policy of.getting supplies to England had
received the support of most Americans. Collective action Wi.th.countries not yet

e feated by Germany and Italy seemed the surest means of self-preservation. This
solicy of helping England, however, had virtually taken America into war with Germany
be fore the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor. Japanese-American relations detertorated
so badly that by November, 194L, further negotiations seemed useless. On December 7,
1941, Japan caught the mited States by surprise with a telling blow at Pearl Harbor.
The immediate effect of this Sunday attack was to wnite the American people in a
orusade which would not end wntil the Axis powers had been wnconditionally defeated.
Walter Mi1lis has vividly deseribed the Pearl Harbor attack.?

~rTn’The first plane}?a?dive-bomber;*étreakedfin*low over-Pearl:Harbor at 7:55 A.M.,
coming in” from the'osuthfwithfitsfEonsorts“closefhehind;it:#_iwo‘reconnaissance float
'plénésihadibeenTCataphltédifrmethe'Japaneseitfﬁié@rb"Eéfdkéitﬁem} but if they reached
i éﬁﬁ“EthTweteinotibbsefvédit?The?firsttwavé:bf::he:méin body;=189 aircraft in all,

had been flown off the carrier decks at 6:00 A.M., Hawaiian time, As they sighted

the north point of Oahu, at ten minutes before 8, they split up. In accordance with
sound air warfare doctrine, the first objective was the American defensive aviation.
One.dive bomber unit, swerving only a little to the right, went in from the north

over the ranked and helpless Army fighters on Wheeler Field. Another, swinging wide
around the west coast of the island, came up from the south against the Army bombers

on Hickam Field and the Navy PBY's on Ford Island. Immediately behind these were

-orpedo bombers, launching their deadly missiles from a low attitude at the

_ _tting*dﬁékS”sin‘Battleship‘Row.'fFifty-horizontal bombers were on the heels of
:the.tofpédd planes, in case-the first should fail against nets or baffles; and after
{themfélljﬁhé;ejyame?AS;fighpggs;%;ofputndown:any opposition which might get into the
Yair oY, failing® thati=fo polish off the’remains ‘at ‘Whealer 'and Hickham,-at Ford Island.
‘Raneohe; “and the’MaTrineibase at Ewa. .7 fiiw o o0 PR AR e Ty,
:JﬁJiﬁﬂhefwhble?dfwthis‘massive“force was flung within the space of a few minutes at
virtually every prominent naval and air installation on Oahu. The Japanese pilots
knew that an hour behind them a second wave of 171 aircraft -- 54 horizontal bombers,
and 36 fighters — was on its way in support. But most of the damage was done within
the first quarter of an hour. The Ford Island air station and the 29 PBY patrol planes
parked therewere 2 shambles within a few minutes, the planes blazing and exploding. )
This one attack finished Ford Island, and the Japanese did not return. The Marine
field at Ewa, to the westward, was worked over more methodically with dive bombing

and strafing; and at the end of a rather leisurely fifteen minutes all the 49 planes
there - fighters, scout bombers, and utility types — had been either totally destroyed
or put out of action. At Kancohe, the Navy patrol basa on the east coast, there were
two principal attacks, one at 7:55 and the second about twenty-five minutes later.

0f the 33 PBY's there, most of them moorad out in the bay, 27 had been destroyed by

the end of the second attack and the remainder put out of commission. Save for the
seven PBY's which were out on local patrol or maneuvers when the attack began, the

Navy and Marine Corps did not get a single plane into the air from Oahu during the
action.

8rrom This Is Pzarl The United States and Jazan -
1941 by Walter Millis, copyright 1947 by Walcer
Millis, reprincad by parmission of William Morrow
and Company, Iac. Pp. 354-364.
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As the fact of the attack sank in, the ships had opened with their anti-aircralt;

. most of the fleet's anti-aircraft batters were in action within four or five minutes;

and all of them, including those of the destroyers (with which the Japanese for the

most part did not trouble), within some seven minutes. The Army was firing with

machine guns, rifles, and even pistols, and with the few fixed 3-inch A-A batteries

in the forts, which had their ammunition ready. But the Army's 60 mobile 3-inch A-A

guns were of little help; most of them were not in position and ready to fire until

hours after the attack.

About 8:40, as the first onslaught dwindled, the stunned and shattered ships
were beginning to revive. Just before the attack began the destroyer Monaghan had
been ordered to get under way and join Ward, and she was now standing down the channel
to the west of Ford Island. Sighting one of the midget submarines - almost certainly
the only one of the five to penetrate the harbor - Monaghan rammed and sank it and
continued on out. Other movement began. The battleship Nevada, at the north end of
the row, was under command of a reserve lieutenant-commander, as her captain was a-
shore. In spite of bomb and torpedo hits, this reserve officer got her under way
and headed down channel. The repair ship Vestal freed herself from Arizoma's appall-
ing wreck ... and was successfully beached. Near the southern end of the line the
tanker Neosho managed by skillful ship handling to get clear between the capsized
Oklahoma and the sinking California and to remove herself and her perilous cargo from '
the holocaust.

Then at 8:50 the second great wave of Japanese horizontal and dive bombers (there
were no torpedo planes in the echelon) sighted Oahu, split up like the first, and
swept in to finish the kill. The anti-aircraft fire was better now; there were a
few American fighters in the air, and there was not a great deal left for the support
wave to do. But though the second attack was consequently less effective than the

~ first, it put in some further heavy blows... ‘ Cowa3 oA pRewald

Y&t ‘one cannot overcome the fact that the Japanese had, in one hour and:forty=.>

/2E27fve 'minttes, knocked the heart out of the United States Pacific Fleét:l: Morally’ as
33 ﬁf}tygll{égrﬁﬁterially, they had paralyzed American”naval ‘action in"thétchifﬁﬁﬁﬁéiQ?

""period’of ‘many weeks, which was exactly what they had set out to do. .. And 'they-had ™ 7%

. accomplished it at a cost to themselves of just 29 aircraft, five midget. submarines,

" and one fleet submarine. In the wild confusion at Pearl, in the absence of any proper
liaison between the Army and Navy, between the radar net and the ships and bomber
planes,the retreating enemy returned without interference to their flight decks and
Admiral Nagumo's lst Air Fleet slipped rapidly away to the westward, undetected from

beginning to end ....
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Write American dy or. not
-.for t . i
" Deaths: 2,403; Wounded 1,178.

Eighteen ships were sunk or seriously damaged including 5 battleships
188 planes were destroyed and 162 were damaged.

"',' -
A8 Japanese

Out of an attack force of 31 ships and 353 raiding planes the Japanese lost:
64 deaths,

29 planes,

5 midget submarines.
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— Albert J. Beveridge —

MARCH or THE FLAG

Address to an Indiana Republican Meeting
Indianapolis, Indiana, 16 September 1898

Excerpts

Albert Beveridge, 1900

Fellow citizens, — it is a noble land that God has
given us; a land that can feed and clothe the world;
a land whose coastlines would enclose half the countries of Europe; a land set like a sentinel between
the two imperial oceans of the globe, a greater England with a nobler destiny. It is a mighty people that
He has planted on this soil; a people sprung from the most masterful blood of history; a people
perpetually revitalized by the virile, man-producing workingfolk of all the earth; a people imperial by
virtue of their power, by right of their institutions, by authority of their Heaven-directed purposes —
the propagandists and not the misers of liberty. It is a glorious history our God has bestowed upon His
chosen people; a history whose keynote was struck by [the] Liberty Bell; a history heroic with faith in
our mission and our future; a history of statesmen who flung the boundaries of the Republic out into
unexplored lands and savage wildernesses; a history of soldiers who carried the flag across the blazing
deserts and through the ranks of hostile mountains, even to the gates of sunset; a history of a
multiplying people who overran a continent in half a century; a history of prophets who saw the
consequences of evils inherited from the past and of martyrs who died to save us from them; a history

- divinely logical, in the process of whose tremendous reasoning we find ourselves to-day.

Therefore, in this campaign, the question is larger than a party question. It is an American question.
~ Itis a world question. Shall the American people continue their resistless march toward the
commercial supremacy of the world? Shall free institutions broaden their blessed reign as the children
of liberty wax in strength, until the empire of our principles is established over the hearts of all
mankind?

Have we no mission to perform, no duty to discharge to our fellow-man? Has God endowed us
- with gifts beyond our deserts and marked us as the people of His peculiar favor, merely to rot in our
© own sclfishness, as men and nations must, who take cowardice for their companion and self for their
~ deity— as China has, as India has, as Egypt has? . . .

Ah! the heroes of Vicksburg and Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Mission Ridge, the Wilderness, and
~ all those fields of glory, of suffering, and of death!
Soldiers of 1861! A generation has passed and you have reared a race of heroes worthy of your
- blood — heroes of El Caney, San Juan, and Cavite, of Santiago and Manila— ay! and 200,000 more
as brave as they, who waited in camp with the agony of impatience the call of battle, ready to count the
- hellish hardship of the trenches the very sweets of fate, if they could only fight for the flag.

For every tented field was full of Hobsons, of Roosevelts, of Wheelers, and their men; full of the
kind of soldiers that in regiments of rags, starving, with bare feet in the snows of winters made Valley
Forge immortal; full of the same kind of boys that endured the hideous hardships of the Civil War,

Excerpted, and images added, by the National Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, NC. 2005.



drank from filthy roadside pools as they marched through swamps of death, ate food alive with
weevils, and even corn picked from the horses’ camp, slept in the blankets of the blast with sheets of
sleet for covering, breakfasted with danger and dined with death, and came back — those who did
come back — with a laugh and a shout and a song of joy, true American soldiers, pride of their county,
and envy of the world.

For that is the kind of boys the soldiers of 1898 are, notwithstanding the slanders of politicians and
~ the infamy of a leprous press that try to make the world believe our soldiers are suckling babes and
womanish weaklings, and our government, in war, a corrupt machine, fattening off the suffering of our
- armies. In the name of the sturdy soldiery of America I denounce the hissing lies of politicians out of
an issue, who are trying to disgrace American manhood in the eyes of the nations. . . .

And the burning question of this campaign is, whether the American people will accept the gifts of
events; whether they will rise as lifts their soaring destiny; whether they will proceed upon the lines of
national development surveyed by the statesmen of our past; or whether for the first American people
doubt their mission, question fate, prove apostate to the spirit of their race, and halt the ceaseless march
of free institutions.

The Opposition tells us that we ought not to govern a people without their consent. I answer, The
rule of liberty that all just government derives its authority from the consent of the governed, applies
only to those who are capable of self-government. We govern the Indians without their consent, we
govern our territories without their consent, we govern our children without their consent. How do they
know that our government would be without their consent? Would not the people of the Philippines
prefer the just, humane, civilizing government of this Republic to the savage, bloody rule of pillage
and extortion from which we have rescued them?

Do not the blazing fires of joy and the ringing bells of gladness in Porto Rico prove the welcome of
our flag?

And, regardless of this formula
of words made only for
enlightened, self-governing people
do we owe no duty to the world?
Shall we turn these peoples back to
the reeking hands from which we
have taken them? Shall we
abandon them, with Germany,
England, Japan, hungering for
them? Shall we save them from
those nations, to give them a self-
rule of tragedy? It would be like
giving a razor to a babe and telling
it to shave itself. It would be like

- giving a typewriter to an Eskimo
~ and telling him to publish one of
the great dailies of the world. This proposition of the Opposition makes the Declaration of
Independence preposterous, like the reading of Job’s lamentations would be at a wedding or an Altgeld
speech on the Fourth of July.

_ They ask us how we shall govern these new possessions. I answer: Out of local conditions and the
 necessities of the case methods of government will grow. If England can govern foreign lands, so can
America. If Germany can govern foreign lands, so can America. If they can supervise protectorates, so
- can America. Why is it more difficult to administer Hawaii than New Mexico or California? Both had
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a savage and an alien population; both were more remote from the seat of government when they came
under our dominion than Hawaii is to-day.

Will you say by your vote that American ability to govern has decayed; that a century’s experience
- in self-rule has failed of a result? Will you affirm by your vote that you are an infidel to American
- power and practical sense? Or will you say that ours is the blood of government; ours the heart of
. dominion; ours the brain and genius of administration? Will you remember that we do but what our
fathers did— we but pitch the tents of
liberty farther westward, farther e i e el 8 il
. southward — we only continue the : G
march of the flag?

The march of the flag!

: In 1789 the flag of the Republic
* waved over 4,000,000 souls in
thirteen states, and their savage
territory which stretched to the
Mississippi, to Canada, to the
Floridas. The timid minds of that day
said that no new territory was needed,
and, for the hour, they were right. But
Jefferson, through whose intellect the
- centuries marched; Jefferson, who
; Qreamied of Cuba auen Amerlc'an' U.S. Navy —first hioisting of the stars and stripes by the marines
state; Jefferson, the first Imperialist of on Cuban soil — June 11th, 1898, print, 1898
the Republic — Jefferson acquired
that imperial territory which swept from the Mississippi to the mountains, from Texas to the British
- possessions, and the march of the flag began!
The infidels to the gospel of liberty raved, but the flag swept on! The title to that noble land out of
. which Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana have been carved was uncertain; Jefferson, strict
. constructionist of constitutional power though he was, obeyed the Anglo-Saxon impulse within him,
whose watchword then and whose watchword throughout the world to-day is, “Forward!”: another
- empire was added to the Republic, and the march of the flag went on!

Those who deny the power of free institutions to expand urged every argument, and more, that we
hear, to-day; but the people’s judgment approved the command of their blood, and the march of the

flag went on!

{ A screen of land from New Orleans to Florida shut us from the Gulf, and over this and the
. Everglade Peninsula waved the saffron flag of Spain; Andrew Jackson seized both, the American
. people stood at his back, and, under Monroe, the Floridas came under the dominion of the Republic,
- and the march of the flag went on!
' The Cassandras prophesied every prophecy of despair we hear, to-day, but the march of the flag
went on! Then Texas responded to the bugle calls of liberty, and the march of the flag went on! And, at
last, we waged war with Mexico, and the flag swept over the southwest, over peerless California, past
- the Gate of Gold to Oregon on the north, and from ocean to ocean its folds of glory blazed. . . .

. .. To-day, we are making more than we can use. To-day, our industrial society is congested; there
are more workers than there is work; there is more capital than there is investment. We do not need
~ more money — we need more circulation, more employment. Therefore we must find new markets for



our produce. And so, while we did not need the territory taken during the past century at the time it

- was acquired, we do need what we have taken in 1898, and we need it now.

Think of the thousands of Americans who will pour into Hawaii and Porto Rico when the

- republic’s laws cover those islands with justice and safety! Think of the tens of thousands of

Americans who will invade mine and field and forest in the Philippines when a liberal government,

protected and controlled by this republic, if not the government of the republic itself, shall establish

order and equity there! Think of the hundreds of thousands of Americans who will build a soap-and-

water, common-school civilization of energy and industry in Cuba, when a government of law replaces

the double reign of anarchy and tyranny! — think of the prosperous millions that Empress of Islands

- will support when, obedient to the law of political gravitation, her people ask for the highest honor

liberty can bestow, the sacred Order of the Stars and Stripes, the citizenship of the Great Republic!
What does all this mean for every one of us? It means opportunity for all the glorious young

manhood of the republic — the most virile, ambitious, impatient, militant manhood the world has ever

seen. It means that the resources and the commerce of these immensely rich dominions will be

increased as much as American energy is greater than Spanish sloth; for Americans henceforth will

monopolize those resources and that commerce.

Do you indorse that policy with your vote? It means creative investment for every dollar of idle

- capital in the land — an opportunity for the rich man to do something with his money besides hoarding
it or lending it. It means occupation for every workingman in the country at wages which the
development of new resources, the launching of new enterprises, the monopoly of new markets always
brings. . . .

For the conflicts of the future are
to be conflicts of trade — struggles
for markets — commercial wars for
~ existence. And the golden rule of
peace is impregnability of position
- and invincibility of preparedness. So,
we see England, the greatest strategist
of history, plant her flag and her
cannon on Gibraltar, at Quebec, in the
Bermudas, at Vancouver, everywhere,
until, from every point of vantage, her
. toyal banner flashes in the sun. So
Hawaii furnishes us a naval base in
. the heart of the Pacific; the Ladrones
- another, a voyage further on; Manila
another, at the gates of Asia— Asia, A ‘ ‘
Asia, to the trade of whose hundreds - Bombardment of San Juan. Porto Rico [12 May 1838), lithograph, 1898
of millions American merchants,
American manufacturers, American farmers, have as good a right as those of Germany or France or
- Russia or England; Asia, whose commerce with England alone, amounts to billions of dollars every
- year; Asia, to whom Germany looks to take the surplus of her factories and foundries and mills; Asia,
- whose doors shall not be shut against American trade. Within two decades the bulk of Oriental
commerce will be ours, — the richest commerce in the world. In the light of that golden future, our
chain of new-won stations rise like ocean sentinels from the night of waters, — Porto Rico, a nobler
Gibraltar; the Isthmian canal, a greater Suez; Hawaii, the Ladrones, the Philippines, commanding the
- Pacific!
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Ah! as our commerce spreads, the flag of liberty will circle the globe, and the highways of the
ocean — carrying trade of all mankind, be guarded by the guns of the republic. And, as their thunders
salute the flag, benighted peoples will know that the voice of Liberty is speaking, at last, for them; that
civilization is dawning, at last, for them — Liberty and Civilization, those children of Christ's gospel,
who follow and never precede, the preparing march of commerce!

It is the tide of God’s great purposes made manifest in the instincts of our race, whose present
phase is our personal profit, but whose far-off end is the redemption of the world and the
Christianization of mankind. And he who throws himself before that current is like him who, with
puny arm, tries to turn the gulf stream from its course, or stay, by idle incantations, the blessed
processes of the sun. . . .

Fellow Americans, we are God’s chosen people. Yonder at Bunker Hill and Yorktown his
providence was above us. At New Orleans and on ensanguined seas his hand sustained us. Abraham
Lincoln was his minister and his was the Altar of Freedom, the boys in blue set on a hundred
battlefields. His power directed Dewey in the East and delivered the Spanish fleet into our hands on the
- eve of Liberty’s natal day, as he delivered the elder Armada into the hands of our English sires two
centuries ago. His great purposes are revealed in the progress of the flag, which surpasses the
intentions of Congresses and Cabinets, and leads us like a holier pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire
by night into situations unforeseen by finite wisdom, and duties unexpected by the unprophetic heart of

B T T ey selfishness. The American people cannot use a dishonest
medium of exchange; it is ours to set the world its example
of right and honor. We cannot fly from our world duties; it
is ours to execute the purpose of a fate that has driven us to
be greater than our small intentions. We cannot retreat from
any soil where Providence has unfurled our banner; it is
ours to save that soil for Liberty and Civilization. For
Liberty and Civilization and God’s promise fulfilled, the
flag must henceforth be the symbol and the sign to all
mankind — the flag! —

“Flag of the free heart’s hope and home
By angel hands to valor given,
Thy stars have lit the welkin dome,
67 el DHILD SousA And all their hues were born in heaven!
LS Forever wave that standard sheet,

rpelay Where breathes the toe but falls before us

Tue doun Crurcu Company

ShEMeST i e Rt s eRcAdE, With freedom’s soil beneath our feet

“Stars and Stripes Forever,” by John Philip And freedom’s banner streaming o’er us!””

Sousa, sheet music cover, 18938
s R S T T R T ST C R SR i PP R,

*
Joseph Rodman Drake (1795-1820), “The American Flag,” 1810s, final stanza of poem.



AP US History — Unit VII Schdeule
Early 20" Century
Mr. Rhinehart February 12" — March ??

Listed below are the tentative due dates for each assignment/activity

Date

Assignment:

Friday,
February 12

Intro to Unit — Periodization and Eras => Why Progressivism????
GW: Upton Sinclair, The Jungle excerpt

Unit VII Assignment #1 Due

Tuesday, Finish Slides on Progressivism and reformers
February 16" = GW: Practice SA on Environmental Progressivism
Wednesday, GW: Progressive Awards Ceremony

February 17

= Discussion and class awards
Discuss Slides on Rise of 1920’s Big Business
= Intro w/ Lost Generation and post WWI disillusionment

Thursday,
February 18

GW: Ford and Scientific Management’s effect on business
Discuss slides on Laisse Faire theory and Business Cycles => Presidents of the
1920’s

= Discuss Reading on Harding: The Most Scandalous President

Friday,
February 19t

GW: Hoover’s Rugged Individualism

Discuss slides on Stock Market Crash and Great Depression
= Discuss Black Blizzard reading

HW Assignment=> Personal Letter

Unit VII Assigsnment #2 Due

Monday,
February 22™

Discuss Slides on FDR and Hoover Responses
= Go over CCC reading

GW: Letters to Mrs. Roosevelt
= Discuss and compare

HW Assignment Personal Letter Due

Tuesday, Finish Notes on FDR’s New Deal
February 237 GW: Hoover vs FDR chart
= Go over and discuss
Discussion of New Deal Graphical Activity => Go over charts and conclusion
Wednesday, Discuss Slides on New Deal Opposition & Legacy
February 24" GW: SA Practice Question New Deal or No Deal?
Thursday, Finish Discussion of GW: Pro vs Con New Deal
February 25" Intro w/ discussion of 1920’s Automobiles reading
Discuss Slides on new 1920°s Cultural expressions => “Roaring 20’s”
GW: Youth Slang Activity
Unit V Assignment #3 Due
Friday, Finish 1920’s Slang Activity
February 26" Intro: Discuss 1920’s Heroes reading and Q’s

Discuss slides on 1920°s Cultural Conflict
GW: Repeal of Prohibition




Monday,

Finish Repeal GW and Discussion reasons

February 29" Video: 1920’s Attitudes toward technology => Increase standard of

living????

= It’s a Gift vs Modern Times w/ Charlie Chaplin

Discuss slides => Modern Technology and Cultural Expression in 1920’s
Tuesday, Discuss Slides => Migration and Immigration in the Early 20® Century
March 1* = Limitations and Sacco/Vanzetti

GW/HW: Sacco and Vanzetti Trial (Mock Trial)

Immigration SA Practice Question
Wednesday, Discuss slides on Internal US migration (WWI & WWII; Okies and
March 2" Great Migration)

GW: Mapping Internal Migration
Thursday, Unit VII Key Dates Exam
March 3™

Finish GW: Mapping Migration
Go over Great Migration reading
Start Discussion of 1920’s DBQ on Societal tension and Conflict




