Unit II: The Classical Era and 1st Worldwide Interactions
Assignment 1:



Readings:




Chapter 1: pgs 33-34



Chapter 2: pgs 42-50




Chapter 3: pgs 69-85



Chapter 4: pgs 93-104; 112-118




Chapter 5: pgs 124 – 142; 146-153



Chapter 6: pgs 160-167; 173-175




Chapter 9: pgs 242-243




Bulliet textbook pgs 174-178; 197-198


Other selected sources:  



Sun Tzu, The Art of War



Livy, The Early History of Rome (The story of Cincinnatus)




Thucydides, The Funeral Oration of Pericles


Topics: 

· Increase in the number and size of states and empires => Persians, Greek and Hellenistic empires, Romans, Qin/Han China, Maurya and Guptas, Maya and Teotihuacan, Moche
· Role of political administration & the military in empire building
· The rise of the Greek polis and Athenian Democracy vs Mauryan & Guptian caste systems
· Role of technology in empire building => roads, coins and military technology


Homework Questions & elements: 
1. Handout: Thucydides, The Funeral Oration of Pericles => read the article and do the primary source analysis (give detailed answers)
2. Handout: Sun Tzu, The Art of War => read the article and do the primary source analysis (give detailed answers)
3. Handout: Livy, Cincinnatus Saves Rome => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
4. Using the appropriate textbook pages/handouts, fill in the boxes for ONE of the empires based on your last name:

Moche/Cahokia: A-H

Teotihuacan: I-Q
Maya city states: Q-Z
5. Compare the level of technology in the Roman and Han empires.  What were their attitudes towards technology and how did this aid their empire’s development?
Assignment 2:


Readings:



Chapter 1: pgs 33-34



Chapter 2: pgs 42-50



Chapter 3: pgs 69-85



Chapter 4: pgs 93-104; 112-118



Chapter 5: pgs 124 – 142; 146-153



Chapter 6: pgs 160-167; 173-175



Chapter 9: pgs 242-243


Bulliet textbook pgs 174-178; 197-198


Other selected sources:  



Tacitus, The Annals of Rome

Topics:

· The social and economic dimensions of empires
· Continuence of patriarchy
· Role of cities
· Economic production models within empires
· Gender relations within various empires
· Causes of decline and fall within major empires – Persian, Roma, Han, Gupta and Mayan

Homework questions and elements:
1. Handout: Socratic Seminar readings => Complete the two readings on The Fall of Rome (Internal Decline or External Threat) and answer the Author’s Thesis Paper questions for each article (DO NOT COMPLETE FINAL ANALYSIS UNTIL AFTER THE SEMINAR IN CLASS)
2. Handout: What was Behind the Mysterious Fall of the Mayan Empire? => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
3. Using the Conrad-Demarest chart provided in your packet outline the rise and Fall of ONE of the following empires
A thru M: Roman Empire

N thru Z: Han Empire

4. What are the changes and continuities as far as the social structure of civilizations are concerned during the Classical Age? (i.e. what has changed as far as how the social structure of empires are concerned from the Neolithic Age we discussed in Unit I and what has stayed the same?) Consider such things as the status of women, social ideologies and hierarchy systems.
Assignment 3:


Readings:




Chapter 1: pgs 33-34




Chapter 2: pgs 44-48; 50-61




Chapter 3: pgs 72-79; 85-90




Chapter 4: pgs 95-96 (Greek literature); 101; 104-110; 118-121




Chapter 5: pgs 135-136, 139-146; 151-153




Chapter 6: pgs 163




Chapter 9: pgs 243-247
Bulliet textbook pgs 171-174; 55-59; 81 & 84
Other selected sources:  

Donald Johnson, Universal Religions



The Conversion of Clovis




Accounts of Isidasi and Melanie the Younger




Siddhartha Gautama, The Sermon at Benares



Passage from The Ramayana


Topics: 

· Axial Age => development & codification of key world religions/ideologies in Mediterranean, India, China and SE Asia

-- Judaism, Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Greco/Roman philosophy, Confucianism, Daoism

· Belief systems impact on role of women and gender roles => Christianity, Buddhism, Confucianism
· Endurance of ancestor veneration and shamanism => China & Celts
· Distinctive artistic developments in different regions => literature (Greek and Indian), Architectural styles (India, Greece, Roman and Mesoamerican)


Homework Questions & elements: 

1. Handout: Siddhartha Gautama, The Sermon at Benares => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
2. Handout: Isidasi and Melanie the Younger readings=> read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
3. Handout:  Passage from The Ramayana  => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
4. Handout: Donald Johnson, Universal Religions => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
5. Handout: Aristophanes, Lysistrata => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
6. Using the charts and appropriate textbook pages/handouts, fill in the boxes for ONE of the religions based on class assignment:

Judaism
Hinduism
Christianity
Buddhism
Daoism
Confucianism
Greco/Roman philosophy
7. Read the comparative Essay: Rulers and Gods on page 143 => What role did religion and spiritual forces play in Classical Era civilizations?  
Assignment 4:



Readings: Look for sections on Economy and Trade



Chapter 2: pgs 48-50




Chapter 3: pgs 71, 81




Chapter 4: pgs 117-118




Chapter 5: pgs 147-150



Chapter 8: pgs 224-225



Chapter 9: pgs 241-242



Bulliet textbook pgs 223-234


Other selected sources:  



Topics: 

· Development of Transregional Trade routes => Silk Road, Trans-Saharan routes, Mediterranean and Indian Ocean sea lanes
· Impact of new technologies on Trade => maritime (i.e. Lateen sail and Dhow ships) and land based (i.e. saddles, stirrups)
· Impacts of trade => new farming techniques (qanats) and disease


Homework Questions & elements: 

1. Author’s Thesis Paper: Nomads and Cross Civilization Contacts and Exchanges by Stearns => read the article & fill out the Author’s Thesis Paper Questions that follow
2. Using the charts and appropriate textbook pages/handouts, fill in the boxes for ONE of the trade routes based on your last name:

A thru H: Silk Road
I thru Q: Trans Saharan
R thru Z: Indian Ocean
3. Did Cross Civilization contacts and exchanges have an overall positive or negative effect on societies and cultures during the classical era?
4. List and explain the impact of 2 important new inventions that helped foster increased amounts of trade during the Classical Age.
Six Degrees of Separation Assignment => from the founding of major belief systems circa 6th century BCE (i.e. Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, Hinduism, Judaism) to the Fall of the Roman Empire in 476 CE. 

For each Six Degrees of Separation assignment students will be required to select six events in chronological order that link the first event in the series with the last.  Students will then write the name of each selected event and use their research as well as their knowledge of the time period to create an argument to support the events selected.  Students must emphasize both cause and effect and/or demonstrate continuity or change over time in their linking.  There will be at least one Six Degrees of Separation assignment per unit.  

