Unit I: The Neolithic Revolution and the Rise of Civilization
Assignment 1:



Readings:




Chapter 1: pgs 0-9


Other selected sources:  

Carl Sagan, The Cosmic Calendar



Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel => To Farm or Not to Farm? 


Topics: 




The Neolithic Revolution
The Paleolithic Age



Patriarchy
BIG History & the peopling of the Earth



Homework Questions & elements: 
1. Handout: Carl Sagan, The Cosmic Calendar => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
2. Handout: Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel: To Farm or Not to Farm? => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
3. What area of the world did modern homo sapiens originate according to archaeologists? Why did they spread around the world?

4. What role did agriculture play in the emergence of civilization? 

5. What is patriarchy and why did early agricultural societies organize themselves in this manner
Assignment 2:


Readings:



Chapter 1: pgs 8-34


Chapter 2:  pgs. 38-42


Chapter 3: pgs 65-68


Chapter 6: pgs. 159-161; 172-175


Handouts:  



Peter Stearns, What is Civilization?



Chart on 3 Foundational religions



The Code of Hammurabi and Epic of Gilgamesh

Topics:



Emergence of Civilization


6 Foundational Civilizations



Early Empires – Assyrians, Hittites, Egyptians & Akkadians



Code of Hammurabi



Metalworking and warfare technologies => role of pastoralists



Early Religions => Vedic religion, Hebrew monotheism & Zoroastrianism

Homework questions and elements:
1. Handout:  Peter Stearns, The Idea of Civilization if World Historical Perspective => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
2. Handout: Code of Hammurabi => read the article & answer the questions that accompany it
3. Handout: Epic of Gilgamesh => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
4. Compare Egyptian and Sumerian civilizations based on their economies, political organization (i.e. government) and social characteristics (i.e. religion, gender interactions, art, architecture, etc…)
5. How did the Hittites, Assyrians and other pastoralists change warfare from 2000 BCE to 500 BCE? (read the box on page 32 about the Assyrian Military machine)
6. Complete part of the chart on 3 foundational religions using the appropriate textbook pages
Last name begins w/ A thru H = Zoroastrianism; I thru Q = Hebrew Monotheism; R thru Z = Vedic religion

Six Degrees of Separation Assignment => from the Big Bang to the Assyrian Empire (ca 700 BCE)

For each Six Degrees of Separation assignment students will be required to select six events in chronological order that link the first event in the series with the last.  Students will then write the name of each selected event and use their research as well as their knowledge of the time period to create an argument to support the events selected.  Students must emphasize both cause and effect and/or demonstrate continuity or change over time in their linking.  There will be at least one Six Degrees of Separation assignment per unit.  

Ex: 

14 billion years ago The Big Bang occurred which led to  . . . .

#1: The formation of our solar system and earth => 3-4 billion years ago due to the forces of gravity pulling together clumps of gas and debris our sun and planets began to form.  This provided a place for human life to develop which led to . . .

#2: The evolution of modern humans => around 200,000 years ago modern humans evolved, probably in Africa, and due to the migration needed to hunt-gather sufficient food sources spread out to populate many continents. This eventually led to . . .
#3: The Neolithic Revolution   
