Unit I: The Peopling of the Americas & the Columbian Exchange
Assignment 1:

Readings:



Chapter 1: pgs 4-23, pgs 38-39

Other selected sources:  

Alfred Crosby, The Columbian Exchange


Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States (chapter 1)


Bartolomeo De Las Casas, A Brief Account of the Devastation of the Indies 

Topics: 



The Peopling of the Americas
The Columbian Exchange


European motives for Exploration and 1st contact
Impacts of contact on Natives and Europeans

Homework Questions & elements: 
1. Handout: Alfred Crosby, The Columbian Exchange => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
2. Handout: Two perspectives on Columbus (Textbook vs Zinn’s, A People’s History of the US) => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
3. Handout (Primary Source Analysis): De Las Casas,  A Brief Account of the Devastation of the Indies => read the article and answer the questions that accompany it
4. What was the primary agricultural crop among native civilizations prior to European arrival? How did its cultivation shape native societies? 
5. What was the encomienda system? Why did this system eventually give way to African slavery by about 1600? 
6. Complete part of the chart on 3 foundational Native societies using the appropriate textbook pages and internet

Last name begins w/ A thru H = SW & Pacific NW; I thru Q = Great Plains; R thru Z = SE and Eastern Woodlands
Six Degrees of Separation Assignment => from 1491 to Jamestown 

For each Six Degrees of Separation assignment students will be required to select six events in chronological order that link the first event in the series with the last.  Students will then write the name of each selected event and use their research as well as their knowledge of the time period to create an argument to support the events selected.  Students must emphasize both cause and effect and/or demonstrate continuity or change over time in their linking.  There will be at least one Six Degrees of Separation assignment per unit.  
Ex: 

#1: 1491 Columbus Discovers the Americas which led to  . . . .

#2: The Columbian Exchange => many crops such as sugar and cotton where transferred to the New World, along with diseases such as smallpox which decimated Native populations.  The European need to produce many cash crops in the Americas led to . . .

#3: Encomienda System => the Spanish introduced the encomienda system, which through the enslavement of the Native population, provided an abundant labor source to produce cash crops like sugar and mine resources like silver out of the Americas.  This led to . . . .
